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PROVIDING CONFINED SPACE PERMITS
AND CONFINED SPACE ACCESS
PROCEDURES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation-in-part application of and claims
priority to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/653,187, now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,751,504, entitled “PROVIDING PROCE-
DURES” and filed on Oct. 16, 2012 for Jimi Michalscheck,
which is incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

FIELD

The subject matter disclosed herein relates to permits and
procedures and more particularly relates to providing con-
fined space permits and confined space access procedures.

BACKGROUND
Description of the Related Art

Confined spaces are enclosed areas with limited access that
is not organized for continuous occupation and may be dan-
gerous to enter. Confined space permits may be required to
enter a confined space. In addition, a confined space access
procedure often must be followed to enter the confined space.

BRIEF SUMMARY

A method for providing confined space permits and con-
fined space access procedures is disclosed. A synchronization
module stores a plurality of confined space permits and a
plurality of confined space access procedures in a confined
space database. Each confined space permit and each con-
fined space access procedure corresponds to a confined space
of a plurality of confined spaces and each confined space is
indexed to a space reference code. The synchronization mod-
ule synchronizes the plurality of confined space permits and
the plurality of confined space access procedures to a mobile
device. A retrieval module receives a first space reference
code at the mobile device and retrieves a first confined space
permit and a first confined space access procedure indexed to
the first space reference code. A program product and an
apparatus also perform the functions of the method.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the advantages of the embodiments of the
invention will be readily understood, a more particular
description of the embodiments briefly described above will
be rendered by reference to specific embodiments that are
illustrated in the appended drawings. Understanding that
these drawings depict only some embodiments and are not
therefore to be considered to be limiting of scope, the embodi-
ments will be described and explained with additional speci-
ficity and detail through the use of the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a system for providing confined space permits
and confined space access procedures;

FIG. 2A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a confined space database;

FIG. 2B is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of confined space data;
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FIG. 2C is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of a space status;

FIG. 2D is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of a user database 140;

FIG. 2E is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of an audit database 165;

FIG. 2F is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of an audit report;

FIG. 2G is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of a site list;

FIG. 2H is a schematic block diagram
alternate embodiment of the site list;

FIG. 2I is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of a tutorial database;

FIG. 3A is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of a computer;

FIG. 3B is a schematic block diagram
embodiment of a confined space apparatus;

FIG. 4A is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a confined space permit and confined space
access procedure provision method;

FIG. 4B is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an update method;

FIG. 4C is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a space status provision method;

FIG. 4D is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an audit method; and

FIG. 4E is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a tutorial provision method.

illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one
illustrating one

illustrating one

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment,” “an embodiment,” or similar language means that a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in
connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment. Thus, appearances of the phrases “in one
embodiment,” “in an embodiment,” and similar language
throughout this specification may, but do not necessarily, all
refer to the same embodiment, but mean “one or more but not
all embodiments” unless expressly specified otherwise. The
terms “including,” “comprising,” “having,” and variations
thereof mean “including but not limited to” unless expressly
specified otherwise. An enumerated listing of items does not
imply that any or all of the items are mutually exclusive
and/or mutually inclusive, unless expressly specified other-
wise. The terms “a,” “an,” and “the” also refer to “one or
more” unless expressly specified otherwise.

Furthermore, the described features, advantages, and char-
acteristics of the embodiments may be combined in any suit-
able manner. One skilled in the relevant art will recognize that
the embodiments may be practiced without one or more of the
specific features or advantages of a particular embodiment. In
other instances, additional features and advantages may be
recognized in certain embodiments that may not be present in
all embodiments.

These features and advantages of the embodiments will
become more fully apparent from the following description
and appended claims, or may be learned by the practice of
embodiments as set forth hereinafter. As will be appreciated
by one skilled in the art, aspects of the present invention may
be embodied as a system, method, and/or computer program
product. Accordingly, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of an entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely
software embodiment (including firmware, resident software,
micro-code, etc.) or an embodiment combining software and
hardware aspects that may all generally be referred to herein
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as a “circuit,” “module,” or “system.” Furthermore, aspects of
the present invention may take the form of a computer pro-
gram product embodied in one or more computer readable
medium(s) having program code embodied thereon.

Many of the functional units described in this specification
have been labeled as modules, in order to more particularly
emphasize their implementation independence. For example,
amodule may be implemented as a hardware circuit compris-
ing custom VLSI circuits or gate arrays, off-the-shelf semi-
conductors such as logic chips, transistors, or other discrete
components. A module may also be implemented in program-
mable hardware devices such as field programmable gate
arrays, programmable array logic, programmable logic
devices or the like.

Modules may also be implemented in software for execu-
tion by various types of processors. An identified module of
program code may, for instance, comprise one or more physi-
cal or logical blocks of computer instructions which may, for
instance, be organized as an object, procedure, or function.
Nevertheless, the executables of an identified module need
not be physically located together, but may comprise dispar-
ate instructions stored in different locations which, when
joined logically together, comprise the module and achieve
the stated purpose for the module.

Indeed, a module of program code may be a single instruc-
tion, or many instructions, and may even be distributed over
several different code segments, among different programs,
and across several memory devices. Similarly, operational
data may be identified and illustrated herein within modules,
and may be embodied in any suitable form and organized
within any suitable type of data structure. The operational
data may be collected as a single data set, or may be distrib-
uted over different locations including over different storage
devices, and may exist, at least partially, merely as electronic
signals on a system or network. Where a module or portions
of'a module are implemented in software, the program code
may be stored and/or propagated on in one or more computer
readable medium(s).

The computer readable medium may be a tangible com-
puter readable storage medium storing the program code. The
computer readable storage medium may be, for example, but
not limited to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromag-
netic, infrared, holographic, micromechanical, or semicon-
ductor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combi-
nation of the foregoing.

More specific examples of the computer readable storage
medium may include but are not limited to a portable com-
puter diskette, a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM),
aread-only memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-
only memory (EPROM or Flash memory), a portable com-
pact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), a digital versatile
disc (DVD), an optical storage device, a magnetic storage
device, a holographic storage medium, a micromechanical
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, and/or
store program code for use by and/or in connection with an
instruction execution system, apparatus, or device.

The computer readable medium may also be a computer
readable signal medium. A computer readable signal medium
may include a propagated data signal with program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electrical,
electro-magnetic, magnetic, optical, or any suitable combi-
nation thereof. A computer readable signal medium may be
any computer readable medium that is not a computer read-
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4

able storage medium and that can communicate, propagate,
or transport program code for use by or in connection with an
instruction execution system, apparatus, or device. Program
code embodied on a computer readable signal medium may
be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including but
not limited to wire-line, optical fiber, Radio Frequency (RF),
or the like, or any suitable combination of the foregoing

In one embodiment, the computer readable medium may
comprise a combination of one or more computer readable
storage mediums and one or more computer readable signal
mediums. For example, program code may be both propa-
gated as an electro-magnetic signal through a fiber optic cable
for execution by a processor and stored on RAM storage
device for execution by the processor.

Program code for carrying out operations for aspects of the
present invention may be written in any combination of one or
more programming languages, including an object oriented
programming language such as Java, Smalltalk, C++, PHP or
the like and conventional procedural programming lan-
guages, such as the “C” programming language or similar
programming languages. The program code may execute
entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s computer,
as a stand-alone software package, partly on the user’s com-
puter and partly on a remote computer or entirely on the
remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the remote
computer may be connected to the user’s computer through
any type of network, including a local area network (LAN) or
a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may be made
to an external computer (for example, through the Internet
using an Internet Service Provider).

The computer program product may be shared, simulta-
neously serving multiple customers in a flexible, automated
fashion. The computer program product may be standardized,
requiring little customization and scalable, providing capac-
ity on demand in a pay-as-you-go model.

The computer program product may be stored on a shared
file system accessible from one or more servers. The com-
puter program product may be executed via transactions that
contain data and server processing requests that use Central
Processor Unit (CPU) units on the accessed server. CPU units
may be units of time such as minutes, seconds, hours on the
central processor of the server. Additionally the accessed
server may make requests of other servers that require CPU
units. CPU units are an example that represents but one mea-
surement of use. Other measurements of use include but are
not limited to network bandwidth, memory usage, storage
usage, packet transfers, complete transactions etc.

When multiple customers use the same computer program
product via shared execution, transactions are differentiated
by the parameters included in the transactions that identify
the unique customer and the type of service for that customer.
All of the CPU units and other measurements of use that are
used for the services for each customer are recorded. When
the number of transactions to any one server reaches a number
that begins to affect the performance of that server, other
servers are accessed to increase the capacity and to share the
workload. Likewise when other measurements of use such as
network bandwidth, memory usage, storage usage, etc.
approach a capacity so as to affect performance, additional
network bandwidth, memory usage, storage etc. are added to
share the workload.

The measurements of use used for each service and cus-
tomer are sent to a collecting server that sums the measure-
ments of use for each customer for each service that was
processed anywhere in the network of servers that provide the
shared execution of the computer program product. The
summed measurements of use units are periodically multi-
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plied by unit costs and the resulting total computer program
product service costs are alternatively sent to the customer
and or indicated on a web site accessed by the customer which
then remits payment to the service provider.

In one embodiment, the service provider requests payment
directly from a customer account at a banking or financial
institution. In another embodiment, if the service provider is
also a customer of the customer that uses the computer pro-
gram product, the payment owed to the service provider is
reconciled to the payment owed by the service provider to
minimize the transfer of payments.

The computer program product may be integrated into a
client, server and network environment by providing for the
computer program product to coexist with applications, oper-
ating systems and network operating systems software and
then installing the computer program product on the clients
and servers in the environment where the computer program
product will function.

In one embodiment software is identified on the clients and
servers including the network operating system where the
computer program product will be deployed that are required
by the computer program product or that work in conjunction
with the computer program product. This includes the net-
work operating system that is software that enhances a basic
operating system by adding networking features.

In one embodiment, software applications and version
numbers are identified and compared to the list of software
applications and version numbers that have been tested to
work with the computer program product. Those software
applications that are missing or that do not match the correct
version will be upgraded with the correct version numbers.
Program instructions that pass parameters from the computer
program product to the software applications will be checked
to ensure the parameter lists match the parameter lists
required by the computer program product. Conversely
parameters passed by the software applications to the com-
puter program product will be checked to ensure the param-
eters match the parameters required by the computer program
product. The client and server operating systems including
the network operating systems will be identified and com-
pared to the list of operating systems, version numbers and
network software that have been tested to work with the
computer program product. Those operating systems, version
numbers and network software that do not match the list of
tested operating systems and version numbers will be
upgraded on the clients and servers to the required level.

In response to determining that the software where the
computer program product is to be deployed, is at the correct
version level that has been tested to work with the computer
program product, the integration is completed by installing
the computer program product on the clients and servers.

Furthermore, the described features, structures, or charac-
teristics of the embodiments may be combined in any suitable
manner. In the following description, numerous specific
details are provided, such as examples of programming, soft-
ware modules, user selections, network transactions, data-
base queries, database structures, hardware modules, hard-
ware circuits, hardware chips, etc., to provide a thorough
understanding of embodiments. One skilled in the relevant art
will recognize, however, that embodiments may be practiced
without one or more of the specific details, or with other
methods, components, materials, and so forth. In other
instances, well-known structures, materials, or operations are
not shown or described in detail to avoid obscuring aspects of
an embodiment.

Aspects of the embodiments are described below with
reference to schematic flowchart diagrams and/or schematic
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6

block diagrams of methods, apparatuses, systems, and com-
puter program products according to embodiments of the
invention. It will be understood that each block of the sche-
matic flowchart diagrams and/or schematic block diagrams,
and combinations of blocks in the schematic flowchart dia-
grams and/or schematic block diagrams, can be implemented
by program code. The program code may be provided to a
processor of a general purpose computer, special purpose
computer, sequencer, or other programmable data processing
apparatus to produce a machine, such that the instructions,
which execute via the processor of the computer or other
programmable data processing apparatus, create means for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the schematic
flowchart diagrams and/or schematic block diagrams block or
blocks.

The program code may also be stored in a computer read-
able medium that can direct a computer, other programmable
data processing apparatus, or other devices to function in a
particular manner, such that the instructions stored in the
computer readable medium produce an article of manufacture
including instructions which implement the function/act
specified in the schematic flowchart diagrams and/or sche-
matic block diagrams block or blocks.

The program code may also be loaded onto a computer,
other programmable data processing apparatus, or other
devices to cause a series of operational steps to be performed
on the computer, other programmable apparatus or other
devices to produce a computer implemented process such that
the program code which executed on the computer or other
programmable apparatus provide processes for implement-
ing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block
diagram block or blocks.

The schematic flowchart diagrams and/or schematic block
diagrams in the Figures illustrate the architecture, function-
ality, and operation of possible implementations of appara-
tuses, systems, methods and computer program products
according to various embodiments of the present invention. In
this regard, each block in the schematic flowchart diagrams
and/or schematic block diagrams may represent a module,
segment, or portion of code, which comprises one or more
executable instructions of the program code for implement-
ing the specified logical function(s).

It should also be noted that, in some alternative implemen-
tations, the functions noted in the block may occur out of the
order noted in the Figures. For example, two blocks shown in
succession may, in fact, be executed substantially concur-
rently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse
order, depending upon the functionality involved. Other steps
and methods may be conceived that are equivalent in func-
tion, logic, or effect to one or more blocks, or portions thereof,
of the illustrated Figures.

Although various arrow types and line types may be
employed in the flowchart and/or block diagrams, they are
understood not to limit the scope of the corresponding
embodiments. Indeed, some arrows or other connectors may
be used to indicate only the logical flow of the depicted
embodiment. For instance, an arrow may indicate a waiting or
monitoring period of unspecified duration between enumer-
ated steps of the depicted embodiment. It will also be noted
that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart dia-
grams, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams
and/or flowchart diagrams, can be implemented by special
purpose hardware-based systems that perform the specified
functions or acts, or combinations of special purpose hard-
ware and program code.
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The description of elements in each figure may refer to
elements of proceeding figures. Like numbers refer to like
elements in all figures, including alternate embodiments of
like elements.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a system 100 for providing confined space
permits procedures. The system 100 provides a confined
space permit and/or a confined space access procedure for a
confined space 160. The system 100 includes a server 120, a
confined space database 125, a user database 140, an audit
database 165, a tutorial database 170, a workstation 135, a
network 115, a mobile device 105, a plurality of confined
spaces 160, and a space reference code 205 for each confined
space 205. For simplicity, a single confined space 160 and a
single space reference code 205 are shown.

The confined space 160 may be an enclosed area. In addi-
tion, the confined space 160 may not be organized for con-
tinuous and/or regular occupation. In certain embodiments,
the confined space 160 may be dangerous to enter. A confined
space permit may be required to enter the confined space 160.
The confined space permit may specity the safety equipment,
retrieval systems, pipe, line, and/or duct procedures, ventila-
tion protocols, safety measures and the like that must be
complied with when entering the confined space 160.

In addition, a confined space access procedure is often
specified for safely entering the confined space 160. The
confined space access procedures may specify in more detail
the safety equipment, retrieval systems, pipe, line, and/or duct
procedures, ventilation protocols, safety measures and the
like that must be complied with when entering the confined
space 160.

Unfortunately, in the past the confined space permits and
the confined space access procedures have not always been
available when there is a need to access the confined space
160. For example, when the confined space permits and the
confined space access procedures are centrally stored, a user
may need to anticipate and acquire the required confined
space permits and confined space access procedures before
accessing the confined space 160.

In addition, the user that had earlier acquired the required
confined space permits and confined space access procedures
may be unaware that a confined space permit and/or a con-
fined space access procedure had been updated. As a result, in
the past, users have often lacked the required confined space
permits and confined space access procedures or did not have
the latest confined space permits and confined space access
procedures.

The embodiments described herein provide the most cur-
rent confined space permits and confined space access proce-
dures to the user. As a result, even when working remotely, the
user is assured of having the most current confined space
permits and confined space access procedures, allowing the
user to conduct safe and compliant access to the confined
space 160.

In order to enhance safety and comply with safety regula-
tions, the availability and proper use of a confined space
permit and/or a confined space access procedure for the con-
fined space 160 may be periodically audited. Such an audit
may be difficult to track, manage, and report. The embodi-
ments also record if the user follows a confined space permit
and/or confined space access procedure to an audit report and
synchronizes the audit report to the audit database 165.

A user may be uncertain as to how to apply confined space
access procedures. The embodiments also provide tutorials
associated with the confined space 160. The user may access
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the tutorials to learn how to properly carry out steps of the
confined space access procedures as will be described here-
after.

The space reference code 205 is associated with a unique
confined space 160. The space reference code 205 may be
affixed to an entrance of the confined space 160. Alterna-
tively, the space reference code may be mounted near the
entrance to the confined space with 160. In one embodiment,
the space reference code 205 is printed on an adhesive label
that is affixed to the confined space 160. The space reference
code 205 may be encoded as a Quick Reference (QR) code. In
addition, the space reference code 205 may also be displayed
in a human readable form.

In an alternate embodiment, the space reference code 205
is encoded as a barcode. The space reference code 205 may
also be encoded as an identification code broadcast via a
Radio Frequency Identifier (RFID).

The space reference code 205 refers to confined space
permits and confined space access procedures stored in the
confined space database 125. In one embodiment, the space
reference code 205 is used as an index to the confined space
permits and/or confined space access procedures. The con-
fined space permits and confined space access procedures
may be created, edited, updated, and/or deleted from the
workstation 135.

The server 120 may communicate the confined space per-
mits and/or confined space access procedures through the
network 115 to the mobile device 105. The network 115 may
be the Internet, a cellular telephone network, a wide area
network, a local area network, a wireless network, or combi-
nations thereof.

The server 120 may synchronize all the confined space
permits and/or confined space access procedures in the con-
fined space database 125 to the mobile device 105 so that the
mobile device 105 stores a copy of all the confined space
permits and/or confined space access procedures in the con-
fined space database 125. Thus all the confined space permits
and/or confined space access procedures may be available on
the mobile device. In addition, the server 120 may synchro-
nize tutorials from the tutorial database 170 to the mobile
device 105.

In one embodiment, the server 120 maintains a site list of
all the confined spaces 160 at a specified site. The site list may
include a space reference code 205 for each confined space
160 at the specified site. Alternatively, the site list may include
a space identifier for each confined space 160 at the specified
site. The server 120 may synchronize only the confined space
permits and/or confined space access procedures of a site list
to the mobile device 105 in response to receiving a space
reference code 205 and/or space identifier for one of the
confined spaces 160 on the site list. In one embodiment, the
confined space permits and/or confined space access proce-
dures are organized as a database, a data structure, or combi-
nations thereof on the mobile device 105.

The mobile device 205 may be a tablet computer, a mobile
phone, a notebook computer, a personal digital assistant, or
the like. The mobile device 105 may receive 145 the space
reference code 205. In one embodiment, the mobile device
105 optically scans a QR code and/or barcode encoding the
space reference code 205. Alternatively, the mobile device
105 may optically scan a barcode encoding the space refer-
ence code 205. In a certain embodiment, the mobile device
105 wirelessly queries an RFID and receives the space refer-
ence code 205 encoded in a wireless response from the RFID.

The mobile device 105 may use the space reference code
205 as an index to retrieve the confined space permits and/or
confined space access procedures indexed to the space refer-
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ence code 205 from the mobile device 105. The mobile device
105 may display the confined space permit and any informa-
tion associated with the confined space permit. The mobile
device 105 may also display the confined space access pro-
cedure, allowing the user to perform the confined space
access procedure at the confined space 160.

It the confined space permits and/or confined space access
procedures associated with the space reference code 205 are
not stored on the mobile device 105, the mobile device may
use the space reference code 205 to request confined space
permits and/or confined space access procedures from the
server 120 through the network 115. The server 120 may
synchronize the confined space permits and/or confined space
access procedures from the confined space database 125
through the network 115 to the mobile device 105 so that the
confined space permits and/or confined space access proce-
dures may be displayed by the mobile device 105.

By synchronizing the confined space permits and/or con-
fined space access procedures to the mobile device 105, auser
may reference the correct confined space permit for the con-
fined space 160 even if a physical copy of the confined space
permit is not available locally. In addition, the user may
access the correct confined space access procedure for the
confined space 160 on the mobile device 105 even if a paper
document with the confined space access procedure has been
removed from the confined space 160 or if an incorrect con-
fined space access procedure is placed with the confined
space 160.

FIG. 2A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a confined space database 125. The confined
space database 125 is the confined space database 125 of FIG.
1. The confined space database 125 includes confined space
data 210 as will be described hereafter. The confined space
database 125 may include a plurality of tables, with a plurality
of entries in each table. In addition, the confined space data
210 may be associated with one or more audit reports 230. In
one embodiment, the audit reports 230 are stored in the audit
database 165 as will be described hereafter.

FIG. 2B is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of the confined space data 210. The confined
space data 210 is the confined space data 210 of FIG. 2A. The
confined space data 210 may include a plurality of segments.
The segments may be stored in one or more tables. The
segments may include the space reference code 205, a con-
fined space access procedure 215, a procedure status 217, a
procedure change history 220, a confined space permit 270, a
permit change history 275, one or more space statuses 280,
and a confined space identifier 225. The space reference code
205 may index the confined space data 210. In addition, the
space reference code 205 may identify the confined space
160.

The confined space access procedure 215 may include
instructions in text, hypertext, audio, video, images, and com-
binations thereof. The confined space access procedure 215
may be displayed and/or transmitted to allow the user to
perform one or more operations in the confined space 160.
For example, the confined space access procedure 215 may
specify safety equipment, may specify operations for access-
ing the confined space 160, may specify operations for main-
taining a safe environment within the confined space 160, and
may specify actions to be performed while in the confined
space 160. In a certain embodiment, the confined space
access procedure 215 includes a contact link that connects the
user to an expert or service personnel. The procedure status
217 may indicate that a space reference code 205 is unas-
signed, that an audit is passed, failed, and/or that the audit is
complete.
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The procedure change history 220 may record changes to
the confined space access procedure 215. In one embodiment,
changes are recorded to the procedure change history 220
automatically when the changes are made. For example, the
user may be prompted to enter a description of the change.
Alternatively, the changes may be recorded from compari-
sons of different versions of the confined space access proce-
dure 215.

The confined space permit 270 may specify acceptable
entry conditions for the confined space 160, requirements for
an attendant stationed outside the confined space 160, an
authorized entrant, closures of pipes, lines, and/or ducts, the
breaking of pipes, lines, and/or ducts, the bleeding of pipes,
lines, and/or ducts, authorizations for performing hot work,
requirements for ventilating and/or making inert the atmo-
sphere of the confined space 160, requirements for isolating
the confined space 160, required retrieval systems, and test
procedures.

The permit change history 275 may record changes to the
confined space permit 270. The changes to the confined space
permit 270 may be recorded automatically when the changes
are made, such as by prompting for a description of the
changes. In one embodiment, the changes to the confined
space permit 270 are manually entered from the workstation
135. In addition, the changes may be determined from a
comparison of different versions of the confined space permit
270.

The space status 280 may record specific status informa-
tion about the confined space 160. The space status 280 is
described in more detail hereafter in FIG. 2C. The confined
space identifier 225 may include a unique identifier such as
architectural drawing reference numbers for one or more
confined spaces 160. The confined space identifier 225 may
also be used index the confined space data 210 in the confined
space database 125.

FIG. 2C is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a space status 280. The space status 280 is the
space status 280 of FIG. 2B. In the depicted embodiment, the
space status 280 includes a space actively entered status 290
and the space vacant status 292. The space actively entered
status 290 may indicate that the confined space 160 has been
actively entered. The space vacant status 292 may indicate
that the confined space 160 is vacant.

FIG. 2D is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a user database 140. The user database 140 is
the user database 140 of FIG. 1. The user database 140 may be
organized as a plurality of tables. The user database 140
includes user data 260. The user data 260 may include a user
name, a user identifier such as employee number, a user
image, a biometric identifier, a signature, and the like. In one
embodiment, one or more audit reports 230 are associated
with the user data 260.

FIG. 2E is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an audit database 165. The audit database 165
is the audit database 165 of FIG. 1. The audit database 165
may store a plurality of audit reports 230 has will be described
hereafter in FIG. 2F.

FIG. 2F is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an audit report 230. The audit report 230 is the
audit report 230 of FIGS. 2A, 2D, and 2E. The audit report
230 may be embodied in one or more tables, a data structure,
and the like. The audit report 230 includes auditor data 232,
an audit time 234, audit results 236, the user identifier 238, an
attestation 240, an audit status 242, the space reference code
205, and/or the confined space identifier 225.

The auditor data 232 may identify an auditor performing
the audit. In one embodiment, the auditor is identified as the
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individual logging into the mobile device 105 to perform the
audit. In one embodiment, the auditor may login to the mobile
device 105 and select an audit option. An identifier for the
auditor may be stored with the auditor data 232. The audit
time 234 may be a timestamp indicating when the audit was
completed.

The audit result 236 may describe the results of the audit.
The audit results 236 may include a data structure encoding
results of the audit, hypertext encoding results of the audit, a
written description of results of the audit, a verbal description
of results of the audit, and a video description of results of the
audit, and combinations thereof. The audit status 242 may
summarize the audit such as with a pass/fail indication.

In one embodiment, the user identifier 238 identifies the
user performing operations at the confined space 160. The
user identifier 238 may refer to the user data 260. The space
reference code 205 is the space reference code 205 of FIG. 1.
The confined space identifier 225 is the confined space iden-
tifier 225 of the confined space 160.

The mobile device 105 may scan the space reference code
205 to identify the confined space data 210. The module
device 105 may further scan an employee badge of the user to
capture the user identifier 238. The mobile device 105 may
also scan the confined space identifier 225 of the confined
space 160.

The auditor may observe the user complying with the
requirements of the confined space permit 270. In addition,
the auditor may observe the user performing the confined
space access procedure 215 associated with the space refer-
ence code 205. The results of the audit are stored in the audit
result 236 as will be described hereafter.

FIGS. 2G and 2H are a schematic block diagrams illustrat-
ing embodiments of sites lists 260. In one embodiment, a first
site list 260q lists the space reference codes 205 of confined
spaces 160 at the specified site. Alternatively, a second site list
2600 lists the space identifiers 225 of confined spaces 160 at
the specified site. The site list 260 may be used to determine
which confined space permits 270 and/or confined space
access procedures 210 are synchronized from the confined
space database 125 to the mobile device 105.

FIG. 21 is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a tutorial database 170. This tutorial database
170 as its tutorial database 170 of FIG. 1. The tutorial data-
base 170 stores a plurality of tutorials 295. Each of the tuto-
rials 295 may include one or more of text instructions, hyper-
text instructions, audio instructions, video instructions,
image instructions, and the like for performing one or more
operations. The operations may be specific to a confined
space 160. Alternatively, the operations may be appropriate
for multiple similar confined spaces 160.

FIG. 3A is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of the computer 300. The computer 300 may be
the server 120 of FIG. 1. Alternatively, the computer 300 may
be the mobile device 105 and/or the workstation 135 of FIG.
1. The computer 300 includes a processor 305, amemory 310,
and communication hardware 315. The memory 310 may be
acomputer readable storage medium such as a semiconductor
storage device, a hard disk drive, an optical drive, a holo-
graphic storage device, a micromechanical storage device, or
combinations thereof. The memory 310 may store program
code. The processor 305 may execute the program code. The
communication hardware 315 may communicate with other
devices.

FIG. 3B is a schematic block diagram illustrating one
embodiment of the procedure apparatus 350. The apparatus
350 may be embodied in the computer 300. In one embodi-
ment, the apparatus 350 is embodied in the server 120, the
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mobile device 105, or combinations thereof. The apparatus
350 includes a synchronization module 320 and a retrieval
module 325. The synchronization module 320 and the
retrieval module 325 may be embodied in a computer read-
able storage medium such as the memory 310 storing pro-
gram code that is executed by the processor 305.

The synchronization module 320 stores a plurality of con-
fined space access procedures 210 and confined space permits
270 in the confined space database 125. In addition, the syn-
chronization module 320 synchronizes the plurality of con-
fined space access procedures 210 and confined space permits
270 to the mobile device 105.

The retrieval module 325 may receive the space reference
code 205 at the mobile device 105. In addition, the retrieval
module 325 may retrieve the confined space access procedure
215 and confined space permit 270 indexed to the space
reference code 205. Additional functions of the apparatus 350
are described hereafter.

FIG. 4A is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a confined space permit and confined space
access procedure provision method 500. The method 500
may provide a confined space permit 270 and/or a confined
space access procedure 215. The method 500 may perform
the functions of the system 100 and apparatus 350. In one
embodiment, the method 500 is performed by a computer
readable storage medium such as the memory 310 storing
program code. The program code may be executed by the
processor 305 to perform the functions of the method 500.

The method 500 starts, and in one embodiment the syn-
chronization module 320 stores 505 a plurality of confined
space access procedures 210 and a plurality of confined space
permits 270 in a confined space database 125. Each confined
space access procedure 215 and confined space permit 270
may be indexed with a space reference code 205. Alterna-
tively, each confined space access procedure 215 and con-
fined space permit 270 may be indexed with a confined space
identifier 225.

The synchronization module 320 may synchronize 510 a
confined space access procedure 215 and/or confined space
permit 270 from the confined space database 125 to the
mobile device 105. In one embodiment, all confined space
access procedures 210 and/or confined space permits 270 are
synchronized from the confined space database 125 to the
mobile device 105. In an alternative embodiment, only con-
fined space access procedures 210 and/or confined space
permits 270 with space reference codes 205 and/or confined
space identifiers 225 of a site list 260 are synchronized 510 to
the mobile device 105. The site list 260 may include at least
one space reference code 205 and/or confined space identifier
225 that is received by the mobile device 105. In one embodi-
ment, the confined space access procedures 210 and/or con-
fined space permits 270 are synchronized when the mobile
device 105 is in communication with the network 115.

The retrieval module 325 receives 515 the space reference
code 205. In one embodiment, the retrieval module 325
embodied in the mobile device 105 and scans a QR code
space reference code 205 affixed to the confined space 160.
Alternatively, the retrieval module 325 may receive 515 the
space reference code 205 by scanning a barcode, receiving
the space reference code 205 wirelessly, and/or by scanning
human readable text. The retrieval module 325 may convert
the scanned QR code, the scanned barcode, the human read-
able text, and/or the received space reference code 205 into a
digital string.

The retrieval module 325 may retrieve 520 the confined
space access procedure 215 and/or confined space permit 270
corresponding to the space reference code 205 that is stored
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on the mobile device 105. In one embodiment, the retrieval
module 325 uses the retrieval code 205 is an index to access
the confined space access procedure 215 and/or confined
space permit 270. In one embodiment, if the confined space
access procedure 215 and/or confined space permit 270 cor-
responding to the space reference code 205 is not stored on a
mobile device 105, the retrieval module 325 may use the
space reference code 205 to request the confined space access
procedure 215 and/or confined space permit 270 from the
server 120 over the network 115.

The confined space access procedure 215 and/or confined
space permit 270 may be displayed 525 on the mobile device
105 and the method 500 ends. Alternatively, the confined
space access procedure 215 and/or confined space permit 270
may be communicated to a second device. In one embodi-
ment, actions taken by the user are recorded to the audit report
230.

FIG. 4B is a schematic flowchart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an update method 502. The method 502 may
update a confined space permit 270 and/or a confined space
access procedure 215. The method 502 may perform the
functions of the system 100 and apparatus 350. In one
embodiment, the method 502 is performed by a computer
readable storage medium such as the memory 310 storing
program code. The program code may be executed by the
processor 305 to perform the functions of the method 502.

The method 502 starts, and in one embodiment, the
retrieval module 325 updates 550 a confined space access
procedure 215 and/or confined space permit 270. The update
may be entered by a user. The synchronization module 320
may synchronize 555 the updated confined space access pro-
cedure 215 and/or updated confined space permit 270 to the
confined space database 125. In one embodiment, the updated
confined space access procedure 215 and/or updated confined
space permit 270 may overwrite a previous confined space
access procedure 215 and/or a previous confined space permit
270. Alternatively, the updated confined space access proce-
dure 215 and/or updated confined space permit 270 may be
appended to the confined space database 125.

In one embodiment, the server 120 may submit 560 the
updated confined space access procedure 215 and/or updated
confined space permit 270 to a regulatory authority such as
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration and the
method 502 ends. In one embodiment, the updated confined
space access procedure 215 and/or updated confined space
permit 270 are submitted as extended markup language files.

FIG. 4C is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a space status provision method 600. The
method 600 may provide and/or update a space status 280.
The method 600 may perform the functions of the system 100
and apparatus 350. In one embodiment, the method 600 is
performed by a computer readable storage medium such as
the memory 310 storing program code. The program code
may be executed by the processor 305 to perform the func-
tions of the method 600.

The method 600 starts, and in one embodiment the syn-
chronization module 320 stores 605 a plurality of space sta-
tuses 280 in a confined space database 125. Each space status
280 may be stored as part of confined space data 210.

The synchronization module 320 may synchronize 610 a
space status 280 from the confined space database 125 to the
mobile device 105. In one embodiment, all space statuses 280
are synchronized 610 from the confined space database 125 to
the mobile device 105. In an alternative embodiment, only
space statuses 280 corresponding to space reference codes
205 and/or confined space identifiers 225 of a site list 260 are
synchronized 610 to the mobile device 105. In one embodi-
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ment, the space statuses 280 are synchronized 610 when the
mobile device 105 is in communication with the network 115.

The retrieval module 325 receives 615 the space reference
code 205. In one embodiment, the retrieval module 325
embodied in the mobile device 105 scans a QR code space
reference code 205 affixed to the confined space 160. Alter-
natively, the retrieval module 325 may receive 615 the space
reference code 205 by scanning a barcode, receiving the
space reference code 205 wirelessly, or by scanning human
readable text. The retrieval module 325 may convert the
scanned QR code, the scanned barcode, the human readable
text, and/or the received space reference code 205 into a
digital string.

The retrieval module 325 may retrieve 620 the space status
280 corresponding to the space reference code 205 that is
stored on the mobile device 105. In one embodiment, the
retrieval module 325 uses the retrieval code 205 is an index to
access the space status 280. If the space status 280 corre-
sponding to the space reference code 205 is not stored on a
mobile device 105, the retrieval module 325 may use the
space reference code 205 to request the space status 280 from
the server 120 over the network 115. The space status 280
may be displayed 623 on the mobile device 105. Alterna-
tively, the space status 280 may be communicated to a second
device.

The retrieval module 325 may generate 625 an update of
the space status 280. The user may enter the update on the
mobile device 105. Alternatively, the update may be gener-
ated 625 in response to the user indicating that a portion of the
confined space access procedure 215 is completed. In one
embodiment, the update to the space status 280 may be gen-
erated 625 from the audit report 230.

The synchronization module 320 may synchronize 630 the
updated space status 280 to the confined space database 125
and the method 600 ends. In one embodiment, the updated
space status 280 overwrites a previous space status 280 in the
confined space database 125. Alternatively, the updated space
status 280 is appended to the confined space database 125.

FIG. 4D is a schematic flowchart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of an audit method 501. The method 501 may
audit performance of a confined space access procedure 215.
The method 501 may perform the functions of the system 100
and apparatus 350. In one embodiment, the method 501 is
performed by a computer readable storage medium such as
the memory 310 storing program code. The program code
may be executed by the processor 305 to perform the func-
tions of the method 501.

The method 501 starts, and in one embodiment the retrieval
module 325 records 530 a user following and/or performing a
confined space access procedure 215. The retrieval module
325 may record 530 the following of the confined space
access procedure 215 to the audit result 236 of an audit report
230. The retrieval module 325 may further record 530 the
individual performing the audit to the auditor data 232.

In one embodiment, the retrieval module 325 records 532 if
the user employs safety equipment specified by the confined
space access procedure 215 and/or confined space permit 270
to the audit result 236. For example, the confined space access
procedure 215 may specify the use of safety equipment,
retrieval equipment, or the like. The retrieval module 325 may
record 532 if the specified safety equipment is used as part of
the confined space access procedure 215.

The retrieval module 325 may record 534 audit issues for
the confined space access procedure 215 and/or confined
space permit 270 to the audit results 236. The audit issues may
include that the confined space 160 is incorrectly marked, that
the confined space 160 lacks the required safety equipment,
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that the confined space 160 was improperly ventilated, that
the confined space 160 lacks a physical copy of the confined
space access procedure 215 and/or confined space permit
270, that the steps of the confined space access procedure 215
and/or confined space permit 270 were incorrectly followed,
that the user was improperly trained, and the like.

In one embodiment, the retrieval module 325 records 536
an attestation from the auditor. The attestation may be an
electronic signature, a biometric identifier, the signature
image, or combinations thereof. The retrieval module 325
may further record 538 an audit status 242 that may indicate
if the confined space access procedure 215, confined space
160, user, or combinations thereof passed the audit.

The synchronization module 320 may synchronize 539 the
audit report 230 to the audit database 165. The audit report
230 may be associated with the confined space data 210. In
addition, the synchronization module 320 may associate the
audit report 230 to the user database 140 and associate the
audit report 230 with the user data 260 of the user.

In one embodiment, the retrieval module 325 displays 540
a procedure list of the plurality of procedures 210 and the
method 501 ends. The procedure list may be displayed 540 on
the workstation 135 and/or on the mobile device 105. The
procedure list may include a procedure status 217 for a con-
fined space 160 including the confined space data 210. The
procedure status 217 may indicate that a space reference code
205 is unassigned, that an audit is passed, failed, and/or that
the audit is complete.

In one embodiment, the retrieval module 325 displays 540
a summary the audit status for all confined spaces 160. Alter-
natively, the retrieval module 325 displays 540 a summary of
the audit status for all users. The summary of the audit status
may be used to show compliance with one or more regula-
tions.

FIG. 4E is a schematic flow chart diagram illustrating one
embodiment of a tutorial provision method 650. The method
650 may provide tutorials 295 for a confined space access
procedure 215 and/or confined space permit 270. The method
650 may perform the functions of the system 100 and appa-
ratus 350. In one embodiment, the method 650 is performed
by a computer readable storage medium such as the memory
310 storing program code. The program code may be
executed by the processor 305 to perform the functions of the
method 650.

The method 650 starts, and in one embodiment the syn-
chronization module 320 stores 655 a plurality of tutorials
295 in the tutorial database 170. Each tutorial 295 may be
indexed with a space reference code 205. Alternatively, each
tutorial 295 may be indexed with a confined space identifier
225.

The synchronization module 320 may synchronize 660 a
confined tutorial 295 from the confined space database 125 to
the mobile device 105. In one embodiment, all tutorials 295
are synchronized from the confined space database 125 to the
mobile device 105. In an alternative embodiment, only tuto-
rial 295 corresponding to space reference codes 205 and/or
space identifiers 225 of a site list 260 are synchronized 510 to
the mobile device 105. In one embodiment, the tutorial 295
are synchronized when the mobile device 105 is in commu-
nication with the network 115.

The retrieval module 325 receives 665 the space reference
code 205. In one embodiment, the retrieval module 325
embodied in the mobile device 105 scans a QR code space
reference code 205 affixed to the confined space 160. Alter-
natively, the retrieval module 325 may receive 665 the space
reference code 205 by scanning a barcode, receiving the
space reference code 205 wirelessly, or by scanning human
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readable text. The retrieval module 325 may convert the
scanned QR code, the scanned barcode, the human readable
text, and/or the received space reference code 205 into a
digital string.

The retrieval module 325 may retrieve 670 the tutorial 295
corresponding to the retrieval code 205 that is stored on the
mobile device 105. In one embodiment, the retrieval module
325 uses the retrieval code 205 is an index to access the
tutorial 295. In one embodiment, if the tutorial 295 corre-
sponding to the space reference code 205 is not stored on a
mobile device 105, the retrieval module 325 may use the
space reference code 205 to request the tutorial 295 from the
server 120 over the network 115.

The tutorial 295 may be displayed 675 on the mobile
device 105 and the method 650 ends. Alternatively, the tuto-
rial 295 may be communicated to a second device. In one
embodiment, the review of the tutorial 295 by the user is
recorded to the audit report 230.

The embodiments store confined space permits 270 and
confined space access procedures 215 and synchronize the
confined space permits 270 and confined space access proce-
dures 215 to the mobile device 105. The confined space
permits 270 and confined space access procedures 215 may
then be retrieved using a space reference code 205 so that the
latest confined space permits 270 and confined space access
procedures 215 are always accessible to users at the confined
space 160.

The embodiments may be practiced in other specific forms.
The described embodiments are to be considered in all
respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of
the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes which
come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for providing procedures comprising:

storing, by use of a processor, a plurality of confined space
permits and a plurality of confined space access proce-
dures in a confined space database, wherein each con-
fined space permit and each confined space access pro-
cedure corresponds to a confined space of a plurality of
confined spaces, a corresponding confined space permit
is required to enter each confined space, and each con-
fined space is indexed to a space reference code that
uniquely identifies the confined space;

synchronizing the plurality of confined space permits and
the plurality of confined space access procedures to a
mobile device;

receiving a first space reference code at the mobile device,
wherein the first space reference code is affixed to a first
confined space;

retrieving a first confined space permit and a first confined
space access procedure indexed to the first space refer-
ence code;

synchronizing an audit report recording if a user follows
the first confined space access procedure from the
mobile device to an audit database, wherein the audit
report is linked to the first confined space access proce-
dure in a confined space database and to user data for the
user in a user database; and

automatically displaying the audit report linked to the first
confined space in response to displaying a procedure
status for the first confined space access procedure ofthe
plurality of confined space access procedures and dis-
playing an audit report audit status for the user.
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2. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:

updating one or more of the first confined space permit and
the first confined space access procedure at the mobile
device;

synchronizing the one or more the updated first confined

space permit and the first confined space access proce-
dure from the mobile device to the confined space data-
base; and

submitting the one or more the updated first confined space

permit and the first confined space access procedure to a
regulatory authority.

3. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:

storing a plurality of space statuses for each confined space

of' the plurality of confined spaces;

synchronizing the plurality of space statuses to the mobile

device;

generating an update to a first space status at the mobile

device; and

synchronizing the updated first space status from the

mobile device to the confined space database.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein each space status com-
prises a space actively entered status and a space vacant
status.

5. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:

recording audit issues for the first confined space access

procedure to the audit report;

recording an attestation from an auditor to the audit report;

and

recording an audit result to the audit report.

6. The method of claim 1, the audit report comprising an
auditor, the user, an audit time, an audit status, and the space
reference code.

7. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising

storing a plurality of confined space tutorials in a tutorial

database;

synchronizing the plurality of confined space tutorials to

the mobile device; and

retrieving a first tutorial in response to the first space ref-

erence code.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first space reference
code is encoded as a Quick Response (QR) code.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the first space reference
code is encoded as a barcode.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the first space refer-
ence code is encoded as an identification code of a Radio
Frequency Identifier (RFID).

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the confined space
permits and the confined space access procedures are grouped
by site and the method further comprising presenting the
confined space permits and confined space access procedures
grouped to a first site in response to the first space reference
code corresponding to the first site.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising maintaining
a site list of space reference codes for a specified site and
synchronizing only confined space access procedures and
confined space permits with space reference codes that match
at least one space reference code of the site list.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the procedure status for
each confined space access procedure is selected from space
reference code unassigned, audit incomplete, and audit com-
plete.

14. A program product comprising a non-transitory com-
puter readable storage medium that stores program code
executable by a processor to perform:

storing a plurality of confined space permits and a plurality

of confined space access procedures in a confined space
database, wherein each confined space permit and each
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confined space access procedure corresponds to a con-
fined space of a plurality of confined spaces, a corre-
sponding confined space permit is required to enter each
confined space, and each confined space is indexed to a
space reference code that uniquely identifies the con-
fined space;

synchronizing the plurality of confined space permits and
the plurality of confined space access procedures to a
mobile device;

receiving a first space reference code at the mobile device,
wherein the first space reference code is affixed to a first
confined space;

retrieving a first confined space permit and a first confined
space access procedure indexed to the first space refer-
ence code;

synchronizing an audit report recording if a user follows
the first confined space access procedure from the
mobile device to an audit database, wherein the audit
report is linked to the first confined space access proce-
dure in a confined space database and to user data for the
user in a user database; and

automatically displaying the audit report linked to the first
confined space in response to displaying a procedure
status for the first confined space access procedure ofthe
plurality of confined space access procedures and dis-
playing an audit report audit status for the user.

15. The program product of claim 14, the method further

comprising:

updating one or more of'the first confined space permit and
the first confined space access procedure at the mobile
device;

synchronizing the one or more the updated first confined
space permit and the first confined space access proce-
dure from the mobile device to the confined space data-
base; and

submitting the one or more the updated first confined space
permit and the first confined space access procedure to a
regulatory authority.

16. The program product of claim 14, the method further

comprising:

storing a plurality of space statuses for each specified con-
fined space of the plurality of confined spaces;

synchronizing the plurality of space statuses to the mobile
device;

generating an update to a first space status at the mobile
device; and

synchronizing the updated first space status from the
mobile device to the confined space database.

17. An apparatus comprising:

a processor;

a non-transitory computer readable storage medium stor-
ing program code executable by the processor, the pro-
gram code comprising:

a synchronization module that stores a plurality of confined
space permits and a plurality of confined space access
procedures in a confined space database, wherein each
confined space permit and each confined space access
procedure corresponds to a confined space of a plurality
of confined spaces, a corresponding confined space per-
mit is required to enter each confined space, and each
confined space is indexed to a space reference code that
uniquely identifies the confined space and synchronizes
the plurality of confined space permits and the plurality
of confined space access procedures to a mobile device;

a retrieval module that receives a first space reference code
at the mobile device, wherein the first space reference
code is affixed to a first confined space and retrieves a
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first confined space permit and a first confined space
access procedure indexed to the first space reference
code;

the synchronization module synchronizing an audit report
recording if a user follows the first confined space access
procedure from the mobile device to an audit database,
wherein the audit report is linked to the first confined
space access procedure in a confined space database and
to user data for the user in a user database; and

the retrieval module automatically displaying the audit
report linked to the first confined space in response to
displaying a procedure status for the first confined space
access procedure of the plurality of confined space
access procedures and displaying an audit report audit
status for the user.

#* #* #* #* #*
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